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111. 5. Latter Part. 


ExO PDPDUsS 


on thou ſtandeſt is Holy Ground. 


HE Dedication of Temples for the 
Worſhip of the ſupreme God, the 
Appropriating particular Times for 


the Deſignation of particular Perſons 
as who ſhould officiate therein, is, and 
has been ſo univerſally practis'd, as well by Jew 
and Gentile as Chriſtian, as removes the Neceſſi- 
ty of proving the Reaſonableneſs of this Days So- 
lemnity. For we read that the Heathen World 
had their Groves and Temples, wherein the 


A principal 


— Put off thy Shoes from off 
thy Feet, for the Place where 


the Performance of that Service, and 


— Py 
— 8 


5 wares. Arcana of their Religion were celebra- 
ted]; Places in their Eſteem fo ſacred, that no Pu- 
niſhment was deem d too ſevere for thoſe who 
ſhould violate or pollute them. We perceive that 
2  — the moſt barbarous Nations adore Tomerhing as a 
A God, and have ſome Ceremonies in their Adora- 
_—_ tion MPlaces, and by Perſons ſer apart for that Ser- 
- vice. We find that the Jews, by God's eſpecial 
Command, had their "Tabernacle and Temple, and, 
for more private Uſe, their Synagogues and Proſeucha, i 
which at firſt, perhaps, were erected by Man's Ex 
Authority only, but were certainly approv'd "_ _ | 
= Kaaaſterwards by God himſelf. And we read, in the 
=_ Annals of the Chriſtian Church, that before the 
= 7. Religion of Fe/us was profeſs a by the Roman 
Emperors, the Chriſtians had er ſome Places 
ven in the Apoſtles Time) appropriated to the | 
„„ of God, where they met, ſomerimes inn 
. and ſometimes by Dermiltioa; to celebrate 
dme Myſteries of their Religion; and which they 
always decently adorn d as the Circumſtances of 
1 the Times would permit: And that when the Se. 
VpFerxity of che firſt Perſecutions was over, and the 
„„ Chriſtian Religion was profeſs d by the Roman 
E Emperors, they thought it an indiſpenſable Duty to 
3 Bee ______ ereft Edifices for the -publick Profeſſion of that 
. Religion: Not only to rebuild thoſe that had been 
. deſtrqy d, but to found others in a more ſumptuous 
„„ and ſtately Manner; che Dedications whereof they 
iihbemſelves attended, and which were perform'd 
With much Ceremony and Magnificence. When 
88. N n to a Cuſtom ſo eee 
- _ obſeryd, 
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obſerv d, fo agreeable to the Practice of the pureſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity, and fo expreſly requir d by 
God under a prior Diſpenſation ; when we, I fay, 


folemnly conſecrate and ſet apart our Churches 


for the Service of God, wherein to perform thoſe 
ſolemn Acts which the Chriſtian Religion requjres 
of us; it cannot ſurely be deem'd a Novelty, an 


Impropriety, or an Act anywiſe unbecoming the 


Purity or Spirituality of the Goſpel Precepts ; fince 
tis really an Expreſſion of the moſt awful Re- 


gard we have for the ſupreme Majeſty of Heaven 
and Earth, and agreeable to that decent Order 
which the Goſpel requires of uns. 


Ty x Diff ure ſeems to be, not whether Places 
ſhall be appointed for the Service of God, bur 


whether ſuch Places ſhall be particularly appropri- 
| ated.to that Uſe not barely whether Churches (hall 


be built and ſer apart, but what Reverence is due 


to them when they are thus ſer apart; whether 
there is any particular Holineſs in, or any ſpecial 


Negard to be had to ſuch Places, exclulively of 


that reverential Deportment, which Chriſtians are 
requir'd to uſe in the very Ack of Prayer, or hear- 


ing the Word of God explain d therein? To ſettle 


this, I think, important Point; important, not 
indeed to the Eſſence of Religion, but to that 


Decency and Reverential Awe which we ought 


to have for every Thing that peculiarly belongs 


to God; to ſettle this ſhall be my preſent Under- 
taking; and accordingly I have pitch'd upon theſe 
Words of God himſelf. to Moſes from which to do 


x. A 2- it, 


Af 


Fa 
1 ” 5 — * 1 a s vw "DD? 2% * Let RE e 2 3 
5 e e op dip Ws Ae os og eu WL e FY 3 "rar NEST; A * = "LESS . a er 2 Fi bo W he 1 *. nts 
* .\ 4 . — Leary 
nn 8 1 ne” -& 4 - - * : L A - alia Few” . 
* PP 2 aha "ar 8 


* 2 


— 


Bae whereon thou e bs | 
"T1 TY Words very natuially "offer theſe. two 
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wo Shoes rom 137 * nen for * 


7 e 2 our Conſideration, , The Com- 


peg 3 and Secondy, The Reaſon of it. 


I. Firb, Tu x Command is, Put Fly Shoes 5 


n the Time was come, wherein God had de- 


7 ty Feet. The Occafion of Which was this: 


enen of e our of _ 


3 Egypt. with a mighty Hand, and therefore ap- 


peared in a Flame of Fire in a Buſh to Mo/es, 


whom he deſign'd to be the Inſtrument of that 


eliverance; the. unuſual . Sight made Moſes de- 


termine to ſearch for the Reaſon why the Buſh 


was not conſum d, and accordingly he turn'd aſide 
to ſatisfy his Curioſity, with an Intent to go to the 
very Place where the Fire was; but God forbad 


the Enquiry, and commanded him rather at a 


Diſtance to adore. and wonder: Come not nigb 


butber, the Place of my more immediate Preſence. 


is not to be approach d; and foraſmuch . as. cl 


art within. the Vergeyof it, tis requiſite that thou 


| behave accordingly, and ſhew a more than com- 


mon Reverence when thou art converfing with thy 


| God, in a Place which his Preſence has peculiarl 
a the eek * Put N 15 8 5 n from: a th 
el. 5 1 
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1 5 traditionally 
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| traditionally convey d to different and remote Ages 
and Countries; but that What Conformity ſoever 
is to be Land between the Practices of thoſe who 


acknowledge a Revelation, and of the barbarous 


and unciviliz d Nations, is the Voice, the Dictates 
of Nature only. But I think that the Inſtance 
now before us 15 well as others which might be 

nam d, were it not foreign to our preſent Pur- 
_ pal) ſufficiently evinces the contrary. Indeed by 
allowing this Cuſtom to be of more ancient Date, 


co have been practis d precedently to any poſitive 


Command, (if any Time could be fix d wherein 
there was not ſome Revelation) and be requir d by 
the Dictates of natural Reaſon, we ſhould rather 
ſtrengthen than weaken our following Diſcourſe 
_ (eſpecially in the Opinion of theſe Objectors) yet I 
can ſee no ſufficient Reaſon, why the Original of 
it may not much more properly be fix d to this 
particular Command, and from thence be convey d 
to all the Nations of the Eaſt, who from the ear- 
lieſt Accounts we have of them, even to our pre- 


ſent Time, de, the ſelf-ame individual Cu- 


ing that this was a * 
| ivd a them, yet we have 
no ſufficient Ground to believe that it was pra- 
ctis d becauſe of its Agreeableneſs to what Na- 
ture teaches; but rather that it was handed down 
to them 10 their Fore-fathers, who might have 
receiv'd. a poſitive Command for it: fr oi there 
was any natural Neceſſity for the Performance of 
it, it would be of perpetual Obligation; and all 
the Nations of the World ought no in Duty to 
cee it. e 
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toms of 
is a total Neglect of external Reverence, there 


ſerve. That which was ſignified by this external 
Act, vis. Reverence and Humility, will "4 ret 
ally oblige ; but how that Reverence is to be ex 
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: I Ry: very” 
upon ſeveral .Occaſions ; as that there is a God, 


that God is to be worſhip'd, and that we are to 
obſerve a decent Reverence when we approach 


him: But then the Manner how, the Time when, 


and the Place where he is thus to be worſhip'd, 
are doubtleſs left to the Diſcretion of 'thoſe who 


have Authority, not only to appoint, but to de- 
mand a Compliance therein, as the Cuſtoms or 


| Neceſſities of Nations may require: Only in ſome 
Particulars of more than common Importance, 
| God has thought fit to make them of perpetual 
Obligation, by giving them the external Sanction of 


a poſitive Command. But the Inſtance before 


us,  tho' it was enjoin'd by God to Moſes, and af. 


terwards to Joſbua, and has ever ſince been pra- 


cis d by all the Nations of the Eaſt, I do not 


eſteem - 4 be of this latter ſort ; Deni tis an 


Alluſion only to a local Ouſtome, which other 


Nations do not, which many Nations cannot 


pred, muſt be determin d by the Modes and Cu- 
particular Countries. But where there 


we as conſtantiy find a Coolneſs of Affection, a 3 


neral Indifferency, and ſometimes a total Deficiency 
of that inward, that ſublime Devotion, with whic] 


"the Service WE ſhould yy be accorded. I . 
5 HE 


rea daily al WOE! that Katie 11 en ; 
us ſeveral Things, and how we- ought to behave | 
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„FFV VVV ; PLOT / OE Po pn 
Tu Warmth of the Eaſtern Climate render- 
ing it leſs neceſſary to wear either Shoe or Sandal 
than we now eſteem it: Slaves always appear d 
without them, and it was an Indication of De- 
. ference and Submiſſion. before whom they thus ap- 
pear'd: therefore God, in giving of this Com- 
mand, requir'd only that decent Reſpe& and ſub- 
miſſive Behaviour, which was accuſtomarily paid 
to Perſons of a ſuperiour Station; and it was then 
_- an Allufion only to the Cuftom of their Country - 
in their Civil Affairs, tho” 'twas afterwards us d 
in thoſe of another Nature, and practis'd in their 
Approaches to their Gods whether true or falſe. = 1 
As therefore we expreſs our Reverence to our Sun - 
periours by ſtanding uncover d before them, tis 
not only proper, but our Duty alſo, to behave 
in the like Manner, when we make our nearer 
Approaches to the God of Heaven, in Places pe- 
cullarly ſet apart for his Service. This is, in 
Effet, coming up to the Obedience requir'd of : 
| Moſes, when God commanded him to put off bis. ; 
Shoes; not that it was thought, either then or now, 
of it ſelf ſufficient without Humility and Reſig- 
nation to the Will of God; but requir'd only as 
an outward Action expreſſive of that Awe and Re- + 
verence with Which we appear before him. 
S8S8ucn a Reverence, and ſuch an external Ex- 
plreſſion of it is indeed generally allow id to be ne- 
ceſſary, and as ſuch is practis d, in the very Act 
. of performing Divine Service: the Queſtion * 
eee ee 
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- Aran, whe hoch 1 to be vſed in 
: Places conſecrated to the Service F God at other 
Times! And that it is 1 ſhall endeavour to make 


| 1 under "the, ſecond General, Which was, . 


. II Setondhy, TE Reaſoii of God's Eonar. | 
ue, "Put off thy Shoes 2 by Feet, for the || _ 
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H01 1 E58 is uſually 1 very j Ailtin- 8 
guiſt'd into efſential and relative; root former j — Fo 


an incommunicable Attribute of the Godhead, o 
that the Place where Moſes ſtood could not be Holy 
—_ under that Acceptation; but in the latter, it was 
=_— „5 ſtrictly ſo on Account of God's immediate Preſence 
. . of Fire in the Buſh. We may 
= '.  * obferye allo, chat not only the Place where God 
—_— 1 — 'd, vis. The Buſh was Holy, but that the 
= - C-©Ground near adjoyning was alſo ſanctified; for Gd 
_ _ © « ſpake to Moſes out of the Buſh, and yet che Ground 
Where Moſes flood was Holy. Under this Accepta= -? 
Ki of Holineſs, we ſay that the Ark of the Co- 
_ ”  Venaut, the Tabernacle, and afterwards. the Tem- 
—_ 1: 2 with what belonged to them were Holy; be- 
= ____- cauſe. in all thoſe Places God at Times vouchſafed 
= dy afford ſome Manifeſtation of his Glory; and we 
have frequent Inſtances -wherein he deem'd his 
Honour to be e in 1 N the Shaun 
tion of them, 5 | . 1 
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WI ag ah a 9 0 1 5 1 * which Men 
offer od their Gacrifices of n and Praiſe, is | 
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befote ſuch a Grant was made: We cannot but 
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Bein i in the Senſe we are now ENTS POR 


for then even our maſt ſecret *Retirements would : 
be Holy; then our Cloſet's, where Chrift commands, 
where Nature teaches. us to enter, that we may 


more freely enjoy an Intercourſe between God and 5 


our own Souls, would: be Holy alſo: But that after 


ve hive once delibetately and ſolemnly conſecrated 
a Place, for the publiel. Worſhip of Almighty God; 


when we have transferr d our on Right in it to our 
Creator, (over and above that common Right, whieh 


as Creator he hadl in it) when we have deſir d him to 
accept that ſmall Tribute at our Hands, that his Ser- 
vice may be perform d with the greater Decency; 


we can't ſurely pretend to revoke the Grant, or apply 
it to thoſe Uſes which properly we might have done 


eſteem it acted to the God we worſhip, and from 
thence forward to be us d with a more than common 


- Reſpect: Whilſt it remain d, was it not thine ꝗnn? 


Was it not in tbine own Pewer *? But now thou haſt 
e that bes og it ĩs not thine, but God 8. 


n is. 8 Holioeſs heals 3 15 ks = 
= der d to belong to all ſuch Places as have. 4 Rela- 


tion to God, or to his Service: for even excluſive- 
y of God's Appearance in a Place to ſanctify i it, it 


| being peculiarly. conſecrated to his Service, is ſuffi- 


dient to denominate that Place to be Holy, and 
to demand that a more than common Reſpect be 


ſhew'd thereunto for the Time to come. I do not 
ſay that ſuch a Place, gw it dbrhe be Help, is to 85 


2 6—— 


Ae, le.” 


£2! = Os „ — iv? 


s, 


0 

| wor ſhip d, (far be ſuch a Thought from entering 

. into a Chriſtian's Heart) but that a particular and un- 
common Regard be had unto it, on Account of that 

Relation it bears to the Service of Almighty God. 


Fus under the Law, the Prieſts and Levites, 
the Tabernacle and Temple, the Veſſels and Inſtru- 
ments were Holy, and to be uſed as ſuch by a particular 
Command of God himſelf. And even ſuch Things as, 
1 in Contempt of his Law, were made uſe of in a+ 
1 5 mock Service, were deem'd to be Holy, as in the 
0 VVV Caſe of Korab's Rebellion, whoſe Cenſers, becauſe 
= they offer'd them before the Lord, were hallow'd x. 


= Ap tho the Temple it ſelf was built and 

I OE. ſet apart as a Place, wherein to offer up the Legal 
Sacrifices ; tho' the Obligation to offer thoſe Sa- 

crifices was but temporary, and they were actu- 
ally to be diſcontinued, when the immaculate 
—_- Lamb of God, which taketh away the Sins of the 
F © _Warld +, was offer d; yer Chrift vindicates the 


J | wn: Holineſs of that Temple, even while he himſelf was 
= - | "preaching the Goſpel, by overthroming the Tables of 
#F ER be Money-changers, and the Seats of them that 
= SE ſold Doves; and would not ſuffer any Man to car- 
3 . 'ry a Veſſel tbro the Temple; ſaying, is it not writ- 


1 ten, My Houſe ſhall be called an Houſe of Prayer? 
23 f 5 but ye have made it a Den of Thieves 1. We 
F | | may obſerve further, that the Place thus vindicated 
by our Saviour. from profane and common Uſe, 
Was not that which is properly call'd the Tem- 


— 


. Numb. xvi. 38. + John i. 29. I Mark xi. 15, 16, i. - 


ple, nor ſo much as the firſt or ſecond Court, but 
the outward Court of all, the Court of the Gen- 
tiles; the Place where thoſe of the Uncircum- 


ciſion, and the Unclean among the circumcis'd, 


offer d up their Prayers to the true God, the God 


of 1jracl. But foraſmuch as this Place alſo was ap- 
propriated to the Service of God, Chriſt reproves 
their Profanation of it, their contemptuous Abuſe 
of Holy Things, ſaying,” My Houſe hall be called 
a Houſe of Prayer to all Nations. Which Cir- 


Fumſtance alſo is no inconfiderable Evidence of 


that decent Regard Chrift himſelf would have 
ſhewn,” even under the Goſpel, to Places dedica- 


ted to God's Service: For what Room can we 


have to believe that it was only a Vindication of le- 
gal, of typical Holineſs, when in a few Days the 


Types and Shadows of the Law were to be abo- 


lich d by the Sacrifice of Chriſt upon the Croſs? 


Tur a Diſtinction between Places ſacred 


and profane was made under the Levitical Law, 
even by God himſelf, is not, I think, denied; 
yet it is by ſome queſtion d, whether the Com- 


mand is of force under the Goſpel? whether 
Cbriſt or his Apoſtles ever requir'd that any par- 


ticular Reſpect ſhould be had to one Place more 
than another? or, indeed, whether ſuch a Dif- 
ference was obſerv'd in the Times of Primitive 
Chriſtianity? But that ſuch a decent Regard is 
to be had, even under the Goſpel, to Places de- 
dicated to God's Service, not for themſelves, but 
the Relation they bare to him, we may be in- 
duc d to believe, by theſe following Conſiderations. 
5 VNV 


Firſt, 
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' Firſt, By the nende of the Thing itſelf. 
For the Uſage of Mankind, in this panicu- 


lar, being ſo univerfal, as it cannot but be con- 


felgd it is, muſt be afcrib'd to one of theſe two 
Cauſes : Either, 1%, That there is a natural 


| Neceflity for it, and conſequently that it is coval 
with Religious Worſhip, Or, 2 %½, That it was 
_ ofiginally commanded. by God, and traditionally 


cenvey' d to all ſucceeding Generations. Now in 
which Light ſoever of theſe we take it, our Obliga- 
tion is ſtill che fame. If in the former, the fame na- 
tural Neceſſity will for ever oblige, unleſs a. poſi- 


tive Command to the contrary. can be produc d, 


proceeding from the Lord of Nature. If in the 
latter, God's uncontroulable Authority over his 
Creatures will never ceaſe; nor can we without 


Sin difobey. a pofitive Command, till he, who had 
Power to command, thinks fit to remove 1 Ob- 


ligation. 5 


Secondly, Ano OTHER W is . was bore 


oblery'd, concerning our Saviour s EE _ 
Temple from profane Ul. Toe Ire 


e raly, Ax orAnER is St. PauPs Reaſoning 


| with the Corinthians, 1 Epiſt. chap. xi. Where, 


after cenſuring their unbecoming Carriage at the 


Lord's-Supper, he adds, What, bave ye not Houſes 


fo eat and to drink in? or deſpiſe ye the Church of 
_ God? v. 22. In which Words, the Antitheſis is 
between the Houſe of God, and n own Houſes ; 
and 15 a e more than Oy decent, 


( 
mee 8 had to tbe Chrrch: t if à Be- 
haviour, different from what they obſerv'd at 


home, was not expected of them, how could their 
OY be terny'd a deſpifing of it? 


Fvurtbiy, W may be perſuaded t to: believe this 
by the Teſtimony of Antiquity. For if any Cre- 
dit be in Hiſtory, it is not to be denied, that 
Chriſtians, even from the very firſt, had Places ſet 
apart for God's Service; and that as ſoon as the 
perſecuting Spirit of their Enemies was but tole- 


5 rably abated, Churches were erected to the Ser- 


| vice ones God, and that an humble, decent Beha- 
viour was conſtantly obſery'd cherein. 

. 0 "by as the Days of ane Churches 
were conſecrated with Solemnity; and it cannot 


be ſuppos d that he, who had no other Induce- 


ments to embrace che Gofpel, but its own Divine 
Authority, and the ſupernatural Aſſiſtances by 
which they wrought who firſt promulg'd it; 
who ſeems to have acted with that Uprightneſs 
and Integrity in every other Cireumſtance of Life 
after his Converfion; ſhould ſo far degenerate 
from the Purity of that Religion, which by Prin- 
ciple he had embrac d, as to introduce a Theatri- 
eal Pomp and Splendor -unbscomimyg the Spiriru- 
ality: of its Precepts. T he Truth is, that till his 

Time Chriſtiänity was generally a d an ee Reli- 
gion, and its Profeſſors perſecuted ; therefore 
it was not poſſible" that they could 1510 Opportu- 

nities of expreſſing that publick, chat external Re- 
n to of FO ick Worthip; nor uſe thoſe 


ſignificant, 


\ 


( 14 » 
fignificant, ' thoſe: decent Expreſſions of that Re- 
gard, which were not only permitted, but were 
neceſſary (where it cou'd be done) to a proper 
Diſcharge of their Duty. They might indeed, and 
they did appropriate Places to God's Service, and 
uſe a becoming Decency of Behaviour in the Per- ; 
| | formance of it; but they could not conſecrate 
RE their Churches with that outward Splendor which 
| was afterwards us d, till - their Religion was not 
only tolerated but eſtabliſh d: And this Emperor 
was a Perſon of ſuch exemplary Piety, as that he ne- 1. 
ver would have introduc'da Cuſtom, which he knew” po 
to be not EEO: to the Peg he Profeſs d. 


SHOULD it be aſd, in what Manner his 
Gatiorkion was then perform d, with what Ce- 
remony, with what Rites? I anſwer in the Senſe 
of the Hiſtorian &, That the utmoſt: Decency was 
conſpicuous in every thing which bore any Relation 
as the Religious Ceremony; the Prelates us d ſome. 
reſſive Ceremonies, and perform d the moſt ſub. 
Urne and accuſtom d Rites of the Church; Pſalms 
were ſung to the Honour of God, the other. Offices 
ef Religion obſerv'd, and the Sacrament of Chriſts 
Body and Blood duly adminiſtred; the People offer d 
up their Prayers and Praiſes to the God of Heaven, 
with the utmoſt Chearfulneſs and Unanimity, and a 
Panegyrick Oration, or Sermon, was deliver d upon 
the Occaſion: Several of which ſpoke by the Pri- 
; mitive Fathers are tranſmitted to us, ſs; in the 
| HIRE: Strains of. * Gere the 1278 of | 
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cok Pics, and dehort fi rom the Profanati tion of N 


T H E RE are 8 05 800% 7 ace 1 
but improperly made againſt this Holineſs for which | 


I have been pleading ; the principal of which it is 
ane e me to anſwer. i 


Tux firſt i is” That we 1 too 3 Hake. 
rence to Wood and Stones, and therefore are in part 
guilty of Idolatry. To which I anſwer, that Ido- 
latry conſiſts in ſubſtituting a Creature in God's ſtead; 

or in other Words, in giving that Honour to a 
Creature which is due to God only. Bur the Re- 
verence we ſhew, is not any otherwiſe to the mate- 

rial Building, than as that is conſecrated, and ſet 
apart to the Service of Almighty God. We reſpect 
and ſhew a due Regard to every Thing that belongs 
to God, and we regard them in proportion as they ; 
are more or leſs nearly related to him; yet there is 1 
no worſhipping of a Creature, no felonious depri- 83 
ving God of any Part of his Glory; for his Glory is 1 Fl 
muchencreas'd by our comely, our decent Behaviour {| 
ane Things devoted to him. 
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oy T may be faid that the Plea which the Romaniſt 
make for their Adoration of Images, is much the 

fame with the foregoing, and that therefore we can- 

not explode their Practice without condemning our 
+ own. But the Caſes are very widely different; for 
they worſhip the Image itſelf, which God has ex- Fi 
preſly forbidden, with the higheſt Degree of Wor- _—_— 
ſhip, as their beſt Divines hold; with Religious 1 a 
n at leaſt, as the Council of Trent decrees: | 


We 


; * 4 
. 1 8 
a _— —ü—ä— 13 Fee 


er c e — —— — 


e 4d no otherwiſe than by 
obſerving a . Behaviour when we are in them, 
and exeluding them from common Uſe, on account 

of that near Relation God has to then. We wor- 
ſhip not the Church, but God the ſole Proprietor 
of it; and as he claiens the bigbeſt Reverence from 

us, we ſhew ſome to every Thing that has ſuch 8 


an immediate Relation to him. 


"anni, IT is objedtd, That by > Os Hick : 
an outward Reverence to Things or Places, we ſym- 


' bolize too much with the Church of Rome. But 


before this Objection can be of any weight, tis re- 
quiſite that the Particulars, in which we agree with 


them, are proved to be ſinful. It muſt be confeſs'd 


indeed that we do agree with them in ſome Particu- 
ars both of Faith and Practice; we believe in the 
ſame God, and in the ſame Feſus Chriſt, whom he 
| hath ſent; we expect with them the Reſurrection 
of our Bodies, and that a juſt Recompence of Re- 
ward will be beſtow'd; we, as well as they, believe it 
neceſſary to worſhip God in the Beauty Holineſs, and 
to uſe Things ſacred with a diſcriminate and uncom- 
mon Regard: And tho' we juſtly diſbelieve ſeveral 
Things which they make Articles of Faith, and 
contemn the Foppery which is too vifible in many of 


their Ceremonies; yet far be it from any Man to 
ay, that We are totally to abſtain from the Per- 


formance of every Thing they do, for this Reaſon 
only, becauſe they do it; for then we muſt ceaſe to 
wor ſſip God at all, or believe any Article of the 
Chriſtian Religion: But as for ſuch Things as are un- 
lawful, OWE we arebound'to n from, not be- 

| eule 


(6 


cauſe they are practis d by this or that particular ſer 
of People, but becauſe they are in themſelvs cri- 
minal. Beſides, the Caſe before us is of quite ano- 
ther Nature; for the Reverence we ſhew is not on- 
ly lawful, but convenient and neceſſary; it is not a 
Matter of an indifferent Nature; for tho' it be one 
of, yet muſt it be look d upon in a different Light 
from ſome other Ceremonies even of our own 
Church: But ſuppoſing i it to be of the ſame kind, 
which it is not; yet we ſay that there is no real, che 


there may ſometimes be a ſeeming Conformity be- . 


_. tween our Ceremonies and thoſe practis d by the 
Church of Rome; ſince they always eſteem them 
to be ſubſtantial Parts of Religious Worſhip, and 
we 12 chem to be ads ng only. 

2 birdy, 177 is ; objected, That there i is no Pede 
md in the Goſpel, for continuing that Ho- 
nour, which was due under the Law, to Places de- 


dicated to God's Service; and therefore it is impro- 


per, if not Criminal: To this I anſwer, 1**, That we 
muſt diſtinguiſh between the Moral and the Ceremo- 


nial Part of the Jewiſh Law; the latter is indeed en- 
tirely diſſolv d by Chriſt's Appearance, whilſt the 


former is render'd more perfect by it: Think not, ſays 


Chriſt, that I am come to de eftroy the Law and the 


P rophets, Se nabov KATHAANUTHE, GANG TAnoG@aca, I am not 


come to deſtroy but to fulfil ; to render them more 


compleat and perfect their Obligation. So that 


tho” they are not again particularly and expreſly com- 
1 1 he 1 err to tha OY wy K ez | 
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makes up what was imperfect or deſieient ant bel 
Command, by applying them more cloſeiy to the 
Affections and Conſeiendes of Men. a., If no- 
thing is to he done under the Goſpel, but that for 
which we have a poſitive Command from Qhriſt ur 
his Apoſiten: . I would know by what Authority Chvi- 
ſtians have alter d their Sabbath fron Serardayt'ro = 
Sunday? Or why they obſerve) any Sabbath ati all? 
Jam certain chat there is no plain andi direct Con- 
mand for it; nor is it other wiſe intimated] tol us 
than by Practice: yet e deem our ſelyes abi ig dc ho 
the Obfervance of it from the Analog) ofotheoJow- = 
iſh Sabbath, which had a poſitive Gommanchſorſ &. 
And indeed as Chriſt came not vedere but» Fudfil 8 
the Moral Laa, he rather perft&s che Commands 
which were already given, than offers others in o 
poſition to them: So xhat we ate in the Cale:of the 
Sabbath, as well as this under our preſent Conſide- 
ration, and indeed in {ome others. vrhere we find 
not a poſitive Command in the Goſpel; we zwe, I 
Aay, referrid 40 the Cuſtoms already eſtabliſh'd>in 
the Jewiſh Church: by a /Divine:CbmMinand;:anduare 
oblig d to the Obſet᷑vance · of them: Ex Euchpt ritibe in 
| Tron of an indifferent Nature, Where he Go- 
vernours of the Church have Power to determine 
OUR Obedience. . But if i 1. be ſaid that keeping a Day : 
ol Reſt from bodilyLabour, to attend partionlatty on 
the Service of the Almighty be Juris Nururt, und 
therefore a Duty amecedently to any poſitivel Com- 
mand; the ſame may be ſaid of a derent and un- 
common Reſpect to Hlaces dedicated to God's Ser- 
vice, and e muſt therefore ſtand or r fall 8 
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Firth Pu laſt Objection which I; ſhall men- 
tion, and which is moſt: inſiſted on, is this; that 


Chreft\'himſelf 'when deſcribing the State of the 


Goſpel, as- contradiſtinct from that of the Law, 


_ declares;\'thar the Hoi cometh, and nouu is, when the 
true Nor ſbippers ſhall Worſhip the Futber in Spirit 


and in Truth *; and that therefore all outward Cere- 
monies and bodily Service are prohibited under the 
Goſpel. But this is certainly a Miſtake grounded on 
al Miiſinterpretation of our Saviour's Words: The 
Woman had: aſk'd> him which were in the right, 
the Jews. who worſhipp'd at Feruſalem, or the Sa. 
maritans who: worſhipp'd the fame God on Mount 
Geriaim? To whom our Saviour anſwers, that the 
Fime was coming, when it would not be at all ma- 
terialꝭ in which of thoſe Places they worſhipp'd the 


Father; for that his Worſhip ſhould not be confin d 


to either of them: But yet that they worſhipp'd 
aright would be always requiſite; the Samaritans 


Worſhip the inviſible God under a bodily Repreſen- 


tation, the Likeneſs of a Dove, and therefore ye 
noc not what ye Worſhip; whereas we Fews ſhew 
_ that we know what we Worſhip, by worſhipping him, 
as we ought, after a ſpiritual Manner: For God is 


a Spirit, and therefore not to be ador'd under any 


Similitude; they that Worſhip bim, muſt Worſhip him 


in Spirit and in Truth, muſt eſteem him to be Incor- 

eal; and therefore Worſhip him in Truth, as he 
really is. The Queſtion was not concerning cere- 
monial and ſpiritual Worſhip; if it had, the Ar- 


* 


1 
* g * 


— 


ſchn iv. 23. 


C 2 gument 


N "_ 
Pn. Ix 2 = 
r 

** 


785 2a) 
gument which our Saviour uſes would be inconclu- 
ſive: But whether twas proper to Worſhip God un- 
der a corporeal Repreſentation, as the Samaritans 
did, or not: That it was not proper Chriſt proves 
by 1 Reaſon, becauſe God is a Spirit, and there- 


fore thoſe that Worſhip mg ar} 88 wy Sade e _ 
in een. in 7 ruth. To 
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Bur to conclude, | ? FE Yin ont 


Taro Irreligion may be ſaid © flouriſh, ad 


| doubtleſs has corrupted many, very. many Members” 


of the Community; tho roo many may be juſtly : 
charg'd with entring into Aſſociations which: are: 
really prejudicial to the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and the 


Members in a diffuſive Capacity, may form Deſigns 
in ſupport of Infidelity: Vet that the collective Bo- 


dy is free from any Taint, from any ſuch Spot or- 
Blemiſh, from any Deſigns to depreſs Religion, iris 
Bv1LDING, among others, will be a laſting Mo- 
nument. The Fews judg'd of the Centurion s Worth 
by this Standard, He loveth our Nation, be bath built 
1s a Synagogue ®,  And/ indeed, What Action could 
he do, which would be more expreſſive of his Re- 
ard for them and their Religion, than to build them 
a Place for the publick Profeſſion of it? Such al- 
ſo has been the Care of our Governours for us, and 
ſuch their Regard for the Chriſtian, for the Pro- 
teſtant, for the Eftabliſh'd Church, as to afford its 
Profeſſors more Conveniences for their publick Wor- 
ſhip, 1. TRY the Word of God home to * 


** — — 


1 8 vil. 5, 


* 


by building Temples for his Service, and by making 
a decent Proviſion for thoſe who ſhould Miniſter 
therein. This is ſo glaring an Evidence, of their 


Attatchment to Religion, and Zeal for it (for by ex- 


ternal Actions we can only judge) as is not to be gain- 


ſay d even by Ill- nature itſelf. For is it probable, is 
it poſſible almoſt that Men ſhould have no Regard 
for Religion, nay ſhould wiſh the Deſtruction of it, 
whilſt they are employed in enlarging the Churches 
Borders, and have actually eſtabliſh'd Funds for the 
_doing of it? Does he deſtroy who builds ? Or does 
he waſte who planteth and ſoweth? ſuch Aſſertions 
are too trifling to need a Confutation : And therefore 
tho the Ignorance or Ill- nature of private Men may 
prompt them contemptuouſly to treat that Religion, 
— which expoſes, their Folly or their Vice; yet its zea- 
lous Profeſſors may make this comfortable Reflection, 
that tho', the inherent Excellencies and Beauty of 
our Religion have not been always found ſufficient / 
for its Protection; God himſelf will, by the Mini- 
ſtration of the Supreme Powers, ſtop the Cavils, and 
render abortive the malicious Deſigns of the Ungod-. 
ly; for we know that the Lord is Righteous, and will 
cut aſunder the Cords bf the Wicked * : We know | 
that he hath promis'd that Kings ſhall be nunſing Fa- 
thers, and Queens nurſing Mothers to his Church r. 
Ou Duty therefore conſequent on ſo great a 


Bleſfing, is gratefully to acknowledge the Favour 


receiv'd, and apply it to thoſe great and noble Pur- 
_ Poſes for which it was defign'd : To be diligent and 
conſtant in the Diſcharge of our Chriſtian Duties; 


* Pl cxxix. 4. f Ihiiah Ain 23. 
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; coffequent: hes eben Worſhip oß Altni 


Lord and Saviour. 


(22) 
Ged. 
and behave ourſel ves there, in ſuch a bom. WR" 
cent Manner, as/becomes: the Frofeſſors of ſuch an 

Holy Religion. We now Partake of a great, a no- 
ble, a royal Munificence; our private Neceſſities 


are provided for at a publick Expence: And there 
fore hem unworthy ve ſliall be of ſueh Favoure and 


how ungrateful to our Benefactors, if we neglect to 


make a proper Uſe 12 them, [wilt irs, 1 We. 


mention. - 1 pnclag 
r W dhe "7 dhe Hime to . 
Place, now conſecrated to the Service of the Al- 
mighty, as his partieular Property, and ſay witk 
Jacob, How dreadful is this Place] this is none other. 
+ "he Houſe of God, and this is the Gate of Hea-- 
But above all, let our Hearts be upright, 
410 our Intentions juſt, when we offer ourſelves 
before the Lord in the Place which he hath choſen: 


Let the Fervour of our Prayers be ſuch, as will ſe- 


cure a Bleffing from the Almighty, a favourable 
Anſwer to the Petitions we have offer'd, thro'- the 
alone Merits and Ee 105 Chr; 7 82 our 


To whom, Kc. 
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